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Our Navy Men
| In Panama

By JO1 P.M. Callaghan, NTRA Det 206

——

Two-thirds of our foreign trade and peiro-. &5
ferrn pass through the Parama Canal g’
the Caribbean. fn a European crisis, af feast
hall af owr supplies for NATO wonld go
rhrough these areas by g, . theere can Be po
grurestion that the nafionsl security of ol the
Americas Is ar stake in Central America. df
we el defiend ourselves thene, we oarred
exprct to prevaidl elwwhere. | . We have @ vi-
fal imterest, o mrorad duiy, end g solewn e
sponsibility, . . . Who aniong us would wish
i bear responsibiliiy for failing o meéél our
shared obiipation?

—President Ronald Reagan
April X7, 1983

“"Hey, we need some more M-16 ammo
over hens!™

The voice is muffled in the pre-dawn dark-
nesi—the scene is Panama. The woice ks al-
mos bost in the nalse ereated by hurryving
Ngures who carry equipment 10 waiting pa-
irol boas &L pier side; water, rations, rifles,
ammunition, spare parts. Twao sailors heft a
20 caliber maching gun and garry it toward
the Boats; the narrow ladder beading dovwn Lo
them sags beneath the weight.

These rushing fgures are backht by a
single foodlight shining over the door of
Combat Harbar Patrod Division at the Maval . o
Station Rodman, Dressed in khaki and
sweating on this warm and humid dark night.
in-the heart of Central America, these e 0
are considered to be Panama Capal's first®
line of defense. They are one of afow umits
in the LS, Mavy thar remain on combat
alert 24 howrs a day. Together with
Panama’s Guardia Macional—the Republic S
of Panama's army—this riverine warfare
unit is 1asked with repelling all invieders who
wock to destroy or ke over the Panama Ca-
nal and its shaore-based assets.
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Three bodts have bean loaded aml ame
;'c.ad],:_ e 3-foot PCF (patrod cruft, Fast),
and vag PRRx (patrol boal, nverne). The
three will wransi the Paama Canal; in this
exercise they will shamc the locks with a
merchant ship rosn Sweden, and lager an-
ol frona ,I:apau, Adfter ubout cight honers,
they will come oul oo the Caribbean side
of Manama ard make theie way exst o the
Chagres River.

There, the unit will tcam up wilh Aoy
o of the LLS. Sowthen Conmand
beadignanered in Cuamy Heighis (also on
the Pacitic eml of the canal —and partic-
ipaie in four days of rverinejungie war-
lure cxencises.

Final equipment checks ure nubds, and

ther Scaior Chisf Chunner’s Mule Ray-
mod Stewan gives the waanls Al nighl!
Let's pet a mave on 30 we're ponns Keep
or ohelivelirmy remdervous wilth 1bat
Swedish carge ship!™" His volce, 100, is
pearly losl in the combined engine noise
ul three boars,

Stewan, whe is the senior chief peity
gfficer of the comanand & Bedman, = one
off the Few members of the patod division
who Bas hadd combal capericnce in Vit
nam. He fakes the wireel in the pilothowse
and nccelarates ibe cogines of his PCT
The two PBEs [olbow soir, and wiihin Hi
seciaids the biack-hulled baxals arc bosl i
the darkisess.

HEE

Licutenant Chip Bunce, ollber in charge
of fhe Combal Hagbor Parrol Division,
witils in his affice latcr that momang. 1ie
hias jus hesnd thal Stewan's Aonills maed
up with their Swedish *'esort’” witluowl

An ielpal seiviag Ffor riverired gl warfene
reeiming o Povama s Chapres River, sith iy
penple-Bonterad tanky. 1f & ow the i
s vl aaiie uf Padama’r o feaawrlar ool teal
andd fiee OF5 Nerey v onmilsar Sl Dor Pevral
Freeision, Sovel Sravson Roawean, feome o
akeli asl oonndsT creraTve mA i FiverTe

inculent. TTey had alreacy pessed through
gy Miraflares Lacha. the firss of three scis
of hovks that make wp the Panama Caal.

“Cher muain job here is Lo provide o wa-
tertorne delorse of e Pansna Cuanal, but
we e really tasked for amy Dype of con-
ventional or unconventional warfare'”
Bumce said, *“We irmin wilh many special
units—ihe SEALS and UT¥Ts of the Navy,
Fanger: and Special Forees of the Amy,
the Air Force's Combial Pairel Team, the
Warine Corps gnd, of course, Paninea's
apiny Gmardia Macional.”™

In on mlpacenl moam, Bunee's executive
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afficer, Lisutenant Carl Hurst, pores over
training schedules. He wears a camouflage
umiform wiile Bunce is in khakis. As the
divizion’s training officer, e musl ensure
that esch member of the 3%5-man  outlil
ineets the gualifications for the 9513 naval
enlisted classification: riverine warfare
specialist,

“There are several special boat anits in
the states that go through the same essen-
tial raaning as we do down here,” Hurst
explained. “*But because of our geo-
graph.in.' and stretegic location, our level
of training and preparedness is critical,

HOVEMEER 1983

Afwer all, we're the only ones right hene
at the canal.”™

A iypical training bhesson might be a 9.
minute discusion on a cerain strabcgy of
tactical plan in conneciion with the op-
eration of the patral cralt, or [mrhn.ps.
eommeinme mone specific. Lectere |,H|1i.|.'_'.5.
il e such Ihirq:x m-.rﬂ{'un.nuil;{'rimg. fo-
CHN Wenpons. amamuniion codor codes,
operation of YRC-46 and -358 raudios,
damage comtrod and engine troubleshoo-
ing, or how to handle prisoncrs of war,

"*Personmel come here from all areas of
the Mavy."" Bunce explained, *directly
from bood camp, of ships or major share
bases, Whether they've gol any expen-
cnoe 0f md, we loke care of it with oar
cxlensive trmining program. We empha-
size contineal training—we don't et up,
For any given week, we'll have ai least
theee major training evolutions scheduled.”*

The training s necessary for the lovels
of responsibility cncountered at & conbat-
realy command locaed in the heart of
Central America

Hurst sndd that whes petty officers re-
pont to the pairol division, “We expect
them bo acl like petty officers. That means
being responsible in a leadership posithon.
If someone doesn'l know his role as a
petty officer, then we leach him real fast,
We just can 't aflond o have people around
wi dion "I kencnw bowy o use thesir aughonity.

“Forexample." Hurst continued, *"one
of our second class F\:I!}'ul’l'n,:crs 15 1 boat
capian for & PFER. Thai means he's re-
sponsible for  crew of fowar. plus 8 boat
that's carrying a dual-msouat | S0-caliber
machine gun and a Gimm meostar,

Chiel Warrant Officer Jim Whittingham
15 the mainlenance officer for the division.
This moming, he works across from Buance
on prices lor spare parts that he needs
through bocal purchase. **We've god our
own pesple trained to maintain these
bunais," " hee said, ““amd we have an ongoang
program of preventive mainlenance o keep
them out of the shop in ibe first place,

“The material neaded to deal with most
minar problems is right here al the naval
alatn. In sddition, we get a crane and
yank these boats out of the waler every
sin months 1o give them a pood going
over. But if we need 1o have somme exten:
a1 haull work—=aober the alumanum halls
of the MCFs or the fiberglass ones on the
PBRs—then we have 1o contract the work
ol 1 some local firm. We jusi don't have
the Taciliies here boodo the work property. ™

Each year since the lxiesi Panama Canal
Treaty went into effect in 1979, the U5,
naval forses there have cartied out a joint

Cross training & dEporian fo Fvcriss warfan
aHirs, and Caiey miveriee werfare speckalind st
merd rigid qualficarions befors olifaining ke
PIAF NEC
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excrcise with Panamumizn naval omig of
the Guardia Mackmal, Also incladed arc
Maval Reserve special boar enits fruom dil-
Ferent pans of the Unilod Siates, Warious
elements from dbe Anmy, Air Fome and
Maripe Corps forces hased in Pasama also
pArTicpate,

Accurding to Stewart, thid year's ex-
eroive, Kimdle ijlt:r'l':r. W WeTy well. Tt
showed that the forces dedicated to defend
the cunul cam coaperane well wegeller, in-
tcgrating their inlividus] Unirs o one
overall mililary operation. **We Lormi-
nated Kindle Liberty this vear with a live
fhre exercive: il was a very effcctive dion-
onstration which showed the amount of
fireprwer we have af our disposal.™

Desides Kindle Libeny, the foce on
irziming For the *‘river mis” cominees mo
b i rhre Chagres River on the Caribbean
side: thure foint exercises wre carried out
vn g regular hasis with many of the nearly
G000 1.5, Army lecops stationed in
Pamanm:i,

““Ulie Chagres River ix un ideal sefing
for jungle warlane tmining,"” suicd Bunoe.

Bk sides of the river are borderod by
donse ungle with all sorrs of snakes. bals,
alfipacors, monkeys, Thore are even sharks
in ke waters, Wo hove B propasc dac-
galves W supvive under thoese condifions,
W muy find oursae ey [ighting i jued secl
nnre .'.-m'ru.'du.f."

Ihe bocks at Catun om ihe Caribbean
ced of the connl are loft i the wakes of
chree biack-pinicd boats a5 they open op
their throltles and head wwand ® red, Ling-
afierneon sun hanging low over the Cur
ibhozn. Bk the sun sets guickly in s
part of the workl. The clhop pets a bit
higher sx the boals seach open sea in ihci
swing castwand towand the Chapmes,

Owe of the wirdow panes in the pilol-
house of the PCE lias been taken ot for
replacement. Fvery now and then, (e
Spray will come up aver the bow, sail
thmesgh Lhe window aiwld doaise Lanoo -
poral Georpe Dunicls sitling in hiis port-
side chair. Danicls is a Magsine Corps re-
servisl whe Lives in Panamma, who akso cnlly
wilh the patrol boad squadron. Boal cap-
enim Stewarl, af Lhe bebin, can't bold back

g prin when he sees his crewman's
drepched face, “1 wonld Temsl you my uor-
brelln, bin 1 Tiwgol oo pasck if,

Stewart maneuvers the cmft fowamd the
river's eniranes wnd lels one of the FBRs
imortake his boat ad them pall ghead, Then
all three boats stow. The neaxon iR & [arge
5" shapod reel thal guards the enfrance
b bhe Chagres. The PBR, with i 2Rl
draft, will act ag 3 soout for The decper-
draft FEF (aboul T let), Siewan waiches
his Parhometer; ifs constanily shilteng
nirmbers Bear witiess hat e depth he.
meath tke Bull 15 by Bo means constunt,

"t Anyhoity com jump on tissc boars and
rithe them Tor (our or five days and just sit
hehimd the wheel bers, o7 sit hohind 2
weapn.”” Srewar alks whibe his eyes dart
husck and Bonlh between the waker in frond
ol i bowr andd ibe seadoul of members on
e Fnghaumeior. ** o tlent"s ot the whaode
concept by any stretch of the imagination.
You have to be shic uy jump nte anyone
#lses shoes on ihe houl wilhout waming.

“EHzch porson in 005 Crew i$ ornes.
trained o I:I:IFDI'ITI b ol cngioemshn,
penner's male, quarlenmasler, pAvigaNo
oo bl offlcer. IF yom don't know Buowe L
“fiph® the baar sl ahom L Knaree aknen Bhangs
like ihe woapuon syseins., mapsvering uml
evusive elics, then you may a5 well just
o boane. Anybody can drive o boatl.™

He glames ol the Vallcaueter; it shows
thal vindy & feet ave beneath the kecl, ™ Bul
ol fost anybody can run 4 boat like this
agroumd on ancel.”” He chuckles and spirs
the wheel. In response, the deph in-
creases o 10 feet.

Uinge the mouth of the Chagres has been
pegotinted, Stowent opens up his PCF, und
the sl wibers are rothed by the charn-
ing propellers of fhe patrol orxfl thad now
hing feg B out of the wager. 107 haend o
helicve that the craft is mening &1 amly 25
Knoats, "The crew on dock walcles the preen
gerenity on wither sibe My by s the wash
creabed by the boats boils amo the river's
tanks,

Ag the Mitilla slows, the moon sppeazs
mhove Uee Foresy of rees on thie podt side.
‘I piver tomms From groen 1o black, Stewe-

A LS A sergdivid ARSTIORLICE 20
et PRI
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art brings his boat abongswde a makeshifi
pier, where 14 cameuflaged American sof-
diers ook appropriziely grim. MNext o
them, a native fishermam sharpens o fish-
ing knife on a whetstone while tending his
lame.

Stewirt and his men disembark and join
the soldiers on the pier. They are mam-
bling many things, amomg them—""Dwl
vl sec how fast thal thing was poang™
Why do you think their boats are painbed
black? Look ar all the guns that big one
s carryimg ! {Not only does the PCF have
i dual-mount 50 caliher gln on ibhe horwr,
but also anher | S0-caliber machine gun
om the sterm, an &lmim mortar, and wsaally
an M-60 machine ganner is perched above
ihe piloihouse. )

Oine of 1he soldicrs, a ranger, makes his
way borward. ““Chief. ["'m Stall Surr_cunl
Mitchell Ganz. I'll be sccompanying you
o your boal as an evaluator'shserver for
the Jungle Warfare Branch and the Jungle

Above rphr Tramming oorss ¢ aliow mwch dme
Sor refaxedion, bad thirr axe Moiit i BE
e oo Al @ few aninures” eare ow e pairol
Baar, Helawns Fow minal Foercior Kisdie Dby,
Sowar B- oot patecd Boais frows Speciol Hoa
Liwmir 22, Mew Crbepas, Lir., ave joaded onte an
A Fovee -5 Galaay fod averilllt fo Panama
Phaore by JOI Lanoe Jolucon,

HOWVEMEEH 1263

Operations Training School at (neashy ) FL.
Ciulick."" Stewam shakes his hand, **Cilad
b have you aboard, sergeant. Is every-
bosdy ready for the briefing?™"

The soldiers and sailors became ong
growp. The fishenman casts his line anew
and hopes for a few more fich before the
boats stan racing up and down the miver.

Coondmates are given, call sipns hamded
oul, walches synchroniesd, aml rendex
volls fimes are xgresd upon. Then the wait
begins. Evervone will jump off inbo the
Jungle at 1) pom.

One of the PCFs ganners, Eleciromics
Technician First Class Frank Jacdeo,
checks his dual 50 calibesSlnm mortar
Fan msant, Thee hersh metallic cheks seem
ol of place u.g:liml: the hackdrop af wild-
life noises amd the fisherman’s humming
peel. 00 exercises like this,"” Jacdeo said,
“the oaly livie rounds we carry ane for tha
AS-caliber pistol on board. The fest ane
blanks. But when we escort a high-vialdoe
f.hip ||1|'|.‘III$|'.| ke canal—like a merchant
ship with a lopd of wanium, or o sub-
marinc like the USS Mickigan (55BN
T2Th—we e anmed 1o the toeth.””

Funally, the hisar asrives just as the fish-
erman is packing up his gear. The sokdicrs
climb on board the PCF, and it races ol
with them inbe the night, The two PHES,

assigned reconnaissance, gotheir sepamle
ways. Al a cerain poist upriver. Stewar
abruptly slows his boat and tums it 1oward
the land. He s about ready 1o nan ihe bow
onfo 1he bank 0o band the Eroops when he
spots soaething in the foliage desd ahead
He showts, *“Open fine!"

The Army men oblige and open up with
their M-16 rifles. They mush off the bosi
in pursuit of the **aggressors'" (some (00
are wakling for them in the jungle, Ammy
troafs in Fatigee shins and blue jeans play-
eng the rode of the @nemy ). All returm min-
wies later; four prisoners are with them,
blimdfuhbed and bound, As they are broughi
aboard, the PCF's crew uncovers a rubber
boan full of supplies hidden aleng ihe bank
amid makes it fast bo the starboand side of
thie baat: spoils of conbal.

On the returmn to base, Sergeant Ganz
commands one of the prisopers boc **Put
that cigarette owl! YWhat do you think this
i5, a pleasure cruise?"’

Seowan mapeuvers his crall close w an
Army landing crafi, “PCFs are ideally
suided for this type of combat. The niver
presents i strighter course than did the
waters in Vietnam, so you can't move
arcund as much.

“Some poople may say these bogls ans
I8 years odd and they aren’t good any-
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mewe. Hut it woubdn'| matter if they were
TEH} yemrs aldd as long as they are gﬂnd
shape, They urc endimely sell-sullicienn for
) du_:,.'!.. W cammy our own nesh waber,
power g|pp'l'r.'_ fiinl, amamunidon and ug
tin S0 gallons of el Sesart is con-
lident thar the Mary*s forees in Pancma
s surfRcsent o hendle hreats s e canal

The fowr prisoners ane lumesd Over (0
ilsc share fogces, Chae is relieved of papem
cnpimiming raclis Mreguencies and Some 6=
formation on a planned *enemy™” am-
bush. The papers are stadicd by Gane o
the PUF ruccs upriver; Uy 're determined
b Fivil wm “aenbush, ™

Meanwhile, ene of the PRRs, cmler
Craamermuster Thind Class Seeve Clemen,
has gome np a tiny cribecary ond el s
engnes. The crow listeas e sounds that
mighl roveal an Soenny presencs.

Al aranndd, the boadl s hemmed in by
thick jangle that hae tumed ealtphe shades
of gruy bepcaih the bright moen. Clem-
ems whispess, “Mos of ux are axvigned
here; thore anc smly stwne thees or four
volunlcors,

"?fu-p]r make the wsanl comiplaimis, bl
the riverine warlure is o different
they et iderested in it real soon. Itz st
sk AiTene out here, Iu,:lll'lin;'.‘; at all like
wiliad pmiost pegple picture the Mavy o be
wird kenanw, B pray ships slegging o oul
A Ehse s,

“[hug wee"ve gab an imponant o, e
mdded, ““Thon's think for @ mumube L we e
absil dee Kol abaoud theat "

Temight, all ks guier a3 the crew tmies Lo
catch sounds of enemy sctividy. Tl co-
emy, howwcwver, uppears 16 be egualby quaied
tonight. There will be na fire fight al this
end of the river this night,

Meaniime, Stewart bas purposcly i
the bow of his parmol crall inke he sl
al a bank, jostaround a bend in the Aver,
It is here thay the enepy'” s supprecd
Ly puass; it s here wherne e “"nver @'
and their Ay sooul will v 1o surpass
thawe Mbenl of SUIPRSE.

A Lo, imechanical harm is heand SCross
ihe water—pethaps an approaching mo
rorbeat, Bul Engineman Second (Class
Wvald Harl, moving his M- b guictly Ereum
goe haned b (e odlser, shakes hus hood,
M just the Gamn Locks opening up

sppRin.”
34

Munkeys in the forest choose this mo

facnd bo begin their all-mighl chaticnng.
Mlosguitenes Bl 1he boat’s orew. On this
hong, black river, the dark seems o be
arteh elomer mw
s chse e a *:'l'l.}'. O ¢YEN OO 0 couniry
rugd,

il would never vama

The aaiting conlinucs wills Gianze qen-

i Tl feequencies. Jacden and Haml
tukimg fuens with the infrared imaging de-
Yices
amiklonky everything is visihle in 2ot of a
fearescent groen
Nramdcls wa.l.-;hitﬁ hes wbar soope or any
mevenesnt on the river.

pecting o the dadknéss whore

and Lagee Corporzl

Qn the opposile shore, somathing

-~

Reservists

A 53 mean delaclment of reserve Sea-
bees showed up in Pamarna recently b give
1.5, Muval Swarion Rodman a helping
hand, These reservids, embess ol Re
seirve Moval Maobile Constroetisoa Baltl -
tom 23 an L Belvoir, YVa, . spent twd weeks
ihore ter [ulfill their annieal active duty for
AN PR rmenL.

Omee scitled ot 1be naval station, on the
Puxilbc emtrance o the canal, RNMOER 23%
derachment fuckled sovemal canstrudlion
progects B ek begn tnsked to aark on by
the Eiphth Reserve Nuval Consraction
B intent.

Thowe o lmed:

» Frectn ol a swoel roof over a base-
hall leeld grocdstand.

& Upj;mrling plumbing 4l undscoHemn-
panicl pemsineme] howsing.,

& Flacing pew sreetlighis (on conerele
pales) throaghai the sttion,

+ Beconfiguring the enfmanceway 104
floating dock

e Building a secreation shelbier,

& Seming pales fof o bew link fence af
ike Mumine barmacks,

OF these projects. the gramdsind roof
was one of the more challenging, ~“Tha
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